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The agency participates in numerous projects at national and European levels, including the
Covenant of Mayors’ Sustainable Energy and Climate Plans. Since 2021, AESS has chaired
RENAEL, the Italian network of energy agencies.
Project 1 – Buying Club focuses on collective purchasing for energy solutions. Current activities
include legal assistance for documentation, market analysis of technology providers, and
exploring integration with the Conto Termico 3.0, Ecobonus and Bonus Casa incentive
schemes. Communication efforts involve preparing social media plans, surveying citizen
interest, and planning events to engage Renewable Energy Communities (RECs). Capacity-
building programs are underway, offering tailored training for ambassadors, local governing
bodies, SMEs, and citizens. All four Local Renewable Collectives (CLRs) have expressed
interest, though challenges remain in recruiting companies. Next steps include finalising legal
terms, launching communication campaigns, and defining training modules. 
AESS provides tailored support services to empower citizen-led renovation initiatives. These
include technical guidance, financial advice, and project management to help communities
design strategies, access resources, and implement sustainable building renovations. The
program strengthens local capacities through training, workshops, and ongoing assistance,
while fostering dynamic ecosystems for scaling initiatives. Knowledge sharing and best
practices drive innovation across Europe, enabling replication of successful projects. Beyond
awareness, CLRs aim to deliver effective energy renovations, scaling horizontally through
community training and vertically by influencing energy habits. Managed by local facilitators,
this implementation plan outlines methodologies for Italy from June 2025.

Emilia-Romagna region: Valsamoggia,
Fidenza, 

Castel Maggiore and Veneto: Alto Vicentino
https://aessenergy.it/
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AESS - Agenzia per l’Energia e lo Sviluppo Sostenibile was established in
Modena in 1999 and now brings together over 170 public bodies, mainly
from Emilia-Romagna. Its mission is to support local institutions in the
energy transition by promoting renewable energy, improving efficiency,
reducing consumption, and securing funding for members. AESS also
organises awareness campaigns and training initiatives to build capacity.

Services' overview

Agenzia per l’Energia e lo Sviluppo Sostenibile (AESS)
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Collectives supported
 REC Valsamoggia (Valsamoggia)

CER Val Samoggia is a local renewable energy community initiative based in the municipality
of Valsamoggia, Italy. The collective brings together citizens interested in producing and
sharing renewable energy at the local level while strengthening community engagement
around the energy transition. By promoting collective participation, the initiative aims to
increase awareness of sustainable energy practices, support local energy production, and
create opportunities for residents to collaborate on practical solutions that reduce
environmental impact and energy costs.

Citizen engagement and capacity-building activities have recently started within the CLR
framework. One Ambassador has already been identified, and a communication plan for social
media and the community website is currently being prepared to support outreach and
awareness. 

So far, seven members have expressed interest in participating in the CLR Buying Club
initiative. 

The next steps include conducting a survey to assess the level of interest among potential CLR
members, sharing a draft training programme with participants to gather feedback, identifying a
second Ambassador to strengthen local coordination, and organising meetings with the seven
interested individuals to better understand their needs, expectations, and potential involvement
in the project.

REC Valsamoggia (Valsamoggia)
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REC Fidenza2030 (Fidenza)

 REC Fidenza2030 is a renewable energy community initiative based in the
municipality of Fidenza, in the Emilia-Romagna region of Italy. The project
brings together public institutions and local organisations to promote the
collective production and sharing of renewable electricity, primarily through
photovoltaic installations on buildings owned by community members. By
enabling local energy sharing and self-consumption, the initiative aims to
deliver environmental, social, and economic benefits while supporting the
city’s broader transition toward a more sustainable and resilient energy
system.

This plan aims to increase visibility and foster active participation among stakeholders.
Additionally, ambassadors have been identified to serve as key advocates, promoting the initiative
within their communities and encouraging broader involvement. Their role is crucial in bridging the
gap between the project and citizens, ensuring that information is accessible and engagement is
meaningful. Furthermore, support has been provided for the activation of Renewable Energy
Communities (RECs) on the GSE platform and a bank foundation grant has been obtained to
install a relevant photovoltaic system to be included in the REC configuration, enabling practical
implementation and reinforcing the project’s objectives. 

The upcoming phase will focus on deepening citizen engagement and strengthening capacity
building efforts. A survey will be conducted to gauge the interest of potential members, helping to
identify motivated individuals and tailor activities to their needs. In parallel, a draft of the training
program will be shared with stakeholders for suggestions and feedback. This collaborative
approach ensures that the program is relevant, comprehensive, and aligned with the expectations
of participants. 

These actions will consolidate the foundation laid so far, fostering an inclusive environment where
citizens, ambassadors, and partners work together to achieve the project’s goals. 

REC Fidenza2030

Northern Italy 2024
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Northern Italy 2024
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distribution, photovoltaic energy.

REC Castel Maggiore, CER.CM 

 CERCM (Comunità Energetica Rinnovabile di Castel Maggiore) is a
renewable energy community based in Castel Maggiore, in the
Bologna metropolitan area in Italy. The initiative brings together
citizens, local actors and potentially public institutions to collectively
produce, share and manage renewable electricity, mainly through
photovoltaic installations connected within the local grid. The
community is designed to allow members to benefit from shared
renewable energy production, while promoting local energy
autonomy, environmental sustainability and economic benefits for
participants.

Additionally, two ambassadors have been identified to support community involvement and act as
key representatives in promoting project objectives. 

To deepen engagement and enhance capacity, the next phase will include conducting a survey to
gauge interest among potential CLR members. This will help identify motivated participants and
inform future activities. Furthermore, a draft of the training program will be shared with
stakeholders for suggestions and feedback, ensuring that the content meets community needs
and fosters active participation. 

These steps aim to build a strong foundation for collaboration and empower citizens through
transparent communication and inclusive decision-making. The officialregistration at the GSE
portal is planned too.

REC Castel Maggiore
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CER Alto Vicentino

 CER Alto Vicentino (Veneto) is a renewable energy community established in November 2024
by 15 municipalities in North-Eastern Italy. It currently includes 130 members (municipality,
citizens and companies). The collective is a participatory foundation aimed at promoting the
energy transition and environmental sustainability. Joining a CER means actively participating in
an innovative model that aims to reduce environmental impact through local production and
sharing of renewable energy. It is a community spread across a wide and diverse area,
encompassing both rural and flatland zones alongside large industrial areas, as well as the
mountainous area of the Little Dolomites, in which it is partly situated. After spending a year
building a strong organizational structure, the greatest challenge that CER Alto Vicentino is now
facing is fostering a sense of belonging and community.

Additionally, two ambassadors have been identified to support community involvement and act as
key representatives in promoting project objectives. 

To understand the needs and interest among potential CLR memebers, the collective is
conducting a survey through its communication channels. This step is fundamental to create a
personalized redevelopment project and to disseminate this initiative. The survey is spreading and
already shows that there is widespread interest among residents in energy retrofitting buildings.
CER is contacting several local associations to collaborate in disseminating the project and
creating synergies, given that this is an area where associations are deeply rooted among the
population.

CER Alto Vicentino
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Disclaimer

Special thanks to our Citizen-led renovation community for its input and support.
© European Union, 2026
The Commission’s reuse policy is implemented by Commission Decision 2011/833/EU 
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reuse is allowed, provided appropriate credit is given and any changes are indicated.
For any use or reproduction of elements that are not owned by the EU, permission 
may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.
This document has been prepared for the European Commission however it reflects 
the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any 
use which may be made of the information contained therein.
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