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SPAIN, COLOUR

https://unsplash.com/@vladanraznatovic


COLOUR’s approach rests on four pillars: citizen engagement, participatory governance,
integrated technical and financial support, and sustained capacity building. This framework
transforms renovation from a purely technical task into a social and economic catalyst,
empowering communities to actively shape and benefit from the process while ensuring long-
term resilience and inclusive development.  
Drawing on FEP’s success with the DOMUS One-Stop Shop, supporting over 1,000 citizens
and driving hundreds of renovations, and OECoop’s expertise in managing 60+ energy
communities, COLOUR blends operational excellence with strong social engagement. Through
initiatives like GarrotxaDomus and LIFE GiDomus, they deliver measurable impact, achieving
up to 40% CO₂ emission reductions while setting benchmarks for community participation.
Their collaborative approach demonstrates how local action can scale sustainability, combining
technical know-how with inclusive strategies for meaningful climate progress.  
Through the CLR 3 initiative, COLOUR is expanding its proven community-led model.
Supported by partners like IREC and ICAEN, COLOUR aims to broaden its impact, motivating
communities to embrace and lead the building renovation movement. Studies focus on
collective actions aimed at improving energy efficiency, including insulating the building
envelope (walls, roof, and floor) to reduce heat loss; replacing windows with energy-efficient
alternatives for better thermal performance; installing advanced technical systems such as
heating, cooling, and ventilation to optimise energy use. 
These measures collectively enhance overall energy performance, reduce consumption, and
contribute to sustainability goals. Within six months, Catalonia will unveil a new neighbourhood
plan funding municipal renovations, creating a major opportunity for the project and energy
communities to act as key promoters. 

Gurb, Tavèrnoles and Sant
Pere de Torelló, Catalonia  

https://www.fundacioeuropace.com/colour
https://www.oecoop.coop/projectes-
europeus/projecte-colour
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COLOUR unites OECoop and FEP, two Catalan organisations combining expertise in
community energy and integrated renovation. Their collaborative model leverages energy
communities as catalysts for large-scale building renovation and local transformation, creating
a holistic approach that drives sustainability, community engagement, and impactful change
across neighbourhoods.

Services' overview

COLOUR (Creating Community-Led Opportunities for Upscaling Renovation)   



Catalonia, Spain 2024

80% single-family homes, 20% multi-
apartment blocks. 

Energy Cooperative, 70
members

Capacity Building
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Collectives supported
 Gurb Energia SCCL (Gurb) 

Gurb Energia is a citizen-led renewable energy cooperative based in
the municipality of Gurb (Catalonia, Spain). The initiative aims to
support the local energy transition by promoting energy efficiency,
renewable energy production, and community participation in the
energy system. Through projects such as photovoltaic rooftops,
collective purchasing schemes, and energy advisory services, the
cooperative empowers residents, businesses, and local institutions to
become active participants in a more sustainable and locally
controlled energy model. The cooperative strives to ensure a fair,
inclusive, and equitable transition for all stakeholders.  

Gurb Energia is currently developing its Communication and Capacity Building Plans, with
activities tailored to the community’s specific context. Initial contact has been established to
arrange a meeting. 

The next steps include conducting energy audits in the Vespella area and carrying out a
feasibility study to evaluate three thermal generation alternatives: a low-temperature fifth-
generation district heating and cooling network, individual geothermal or aerothermal systems,
and biomethane-based solutions. 

Additionally, dialogue with municipalities and social services will ensure the inclusion of
vulnerable groups.  

Gurb Energia SCCL (Gurb) 
https://www.gurbenergia.cat/



citizen-led-renovation.ec.europa.eu 3

Efforts to engage citizens and strengthen local capacity for the Tavèrnoles Sostenible initiative are
underway. A comprehensive Communication Plan and a Capacity Building Plan are currently
being developed to ensure effective outreach and skill enhancement within the community. These
plans aim to foster active participation and create a strong foundation for sustainable practices.
Specific activities are being tailored to the unique context and needs of Tavèrnoles, ensuring
relevance and impact. Initial steps have included establishing contact with Tavèrnoles Sostenible
representatives to coordinate next actions. A meeting is being scheduled to align objectives,
clarify roles, including the ambassador’s contribution, and finalise the roadmap for
implementation. These actions mark the beginning of a collaborative process designed to
empower citizens and promote long-term sustainability.  
Active involvement of citizens is essential to ensure awareness and participation in energy
renovation initiatives. Capacity building will strengthen technical skills and knowledge among
stakeholders, enabling effective implementation. Clear and consistent communication will foster
transparency, trust, and understanding of benefits, while ambassadors will act as advocates,
promoting best practices and encouraging community adoption. Additionally, we will model
different energy renovation scenarios to identify optimal solutions tailored to various building types
and contexts. Finally, conducting comprehensive energy audits will provide accurate data to guide
decision-making and prioritize interventions, ensuring measurable improvements in efficiency and
sustainability.  

Catalonia, Spain 2022

Traditional farmhouses for residential,
agricultural, and rural tourism 

purposes.

Energy Cooperative,22
members

Energy efficiency, citizen
engagement

Tavèrnoles Sostenible SCCl (Tavèrnoles) 

 Tavèrnoles Sostenible is a non-profit citizen energy community
established in the municipality of Tavèrnoles, Catalonia. Created
and driven by local residents, the cooperative brings together
different local actors to collectively produce and share renewable
electricity while promoting energy savings and sustainable
practices. Organised as a cooperative, the initiative ensures
democratic governance and aims to strengthen local participation
in the energy transition while reducing energy costs and
environmental impacts.

Tavèrnoles Sostenible SCCl (Tavèrnoles) 
https://www.tavernolessostenible.cat/inici
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Significant steps have been taken to advance citizen engagement, capacity building, and
communication within the COSPES initiative. A comprehensive Communication Plan and a
Capacity Building Plan are currently under development to ensure structured and effective
implementation. These plans aim to address the specific needs and characteristics of the
community, tailoring activities to its unique context for maximum impact. Initial outreach efforts
have begun, with first contacts established to schedule a meeting with COSPES representatives.
This meeting will serve as a foundation for aligning objectives and clarifying roles, including that of
the ambassador, who will play a key part in fostering collaboration and trust among stakeholders.  
 
The upcoming phase will focus on deepening citizen engagement and operationalising capacity-
building measures. A priority task is to assess property owners who have joined the initiative and
ensure they receive energy audits as part of the implementation process. These audits will
provide actionable insights for improving energy efficiency and sustainability. Concurrently,
communication efforts will be strengthened to maintain transparency and encourage active
participation. The ambassador’s role will continue to be pivotal in promoting dialogue, supporting
community involvement, and driving the successful execution of planned activities.  

Catalonia, Spain 2021

Traditional farmhouses for residential,
agricultural, and tourism purposes.

Energy Cooperative

Solar panel installations

COSPES: Cooperativa Santperenca
d’Energia Sostenible (Sant Pere de Torelló) 

 COSPES is a renewable energy cooperative based in Sant Pere de
Torelló (Catalonia, Spain) that works to accelerate the municipality’s
transition toward a sustainable and democratic energy system. The
cooperative promotes local energy sovereignty by developing
renewable energy projects, primarily photovoltaic installations, and
improving energy efficiency in the community. Through collective
initiatives, COSPES seeks to provide residents with access to clean
and affordable energy while strengthening local autonomy and
environmental sustainability.

COSPES: Cooperativa Santperenca d’Energia Sostenible (Sant Pere de Torelló) 
https://www.cospes.cat/
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Special thanks to our Citizen-led renovation community for its input and support.
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