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1. DESCRIPTIVENALYSIS
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This inspiring case has been compiled by Ervis
dtzedenovdtilon nciotnastoweh denr t he European Gemmrabsion
for EMmelogoyp er at vac ammEmietryy i reehparvoedseernd ch twiptstatite i n
process
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Cooperatva de Energie (Romeaerd &)nheirgygya cpiopreealttiveg f

to address structural barriers to community part
access to fnance, | owb siennsctet uafo nead t atbrluissth, e da ncdo ot phee
Oper attnhgeada o n al l evel , the cooperatve supplies r

actvely supports theodwaedl spimamnt pbbtovmint miitcy pr o
publuii¢ dbngs. A k@ygminmmiovatBmei g WtCHEENSa N c idregr ed cohpes
t he-f EdAeCACPEr 0j ect which enabl es citzens to col
install atons through cooperatve instruments. Thi
projects that would otherwise be ltaomksd,dewheidl & oeon ¢
t hat ownership and benefts remain within the con

Beyond project i mpl ement at on, Cooperatva de Ene
Romania’s emerging energy community ecosystem.

principle of one member, oterwmgte uw atnlks ac emEer, atay
partcipaton among iftosu ndelbetrhgey Co mmad,siod ycro&bah atk
pl atorm designed to support the creaton of new
exchange, technical assistance, -baunidl dic oy | eacptpvreo
demonstrated etthethecpgyzemi fatves when mbohey eoper
supportve networks rather than as isolated proje
st | evolving.

The experience of Cooperatva dkedEneegoeatodmrrand

initatves acrhasecugoperndanast | ocally adapted f
term community engagementcaeesesesptal afbynidat on
prior experience of cooperatve energy model s. Fo
of recognising and supportng community energy

simplifedtvadmpnoseédar es, and access t o dedi cat
Cooperatva de Energdrei vdnrn uisnmauv &tsomoawarmrideleinver
and soci al benefts while contributngnsg¢éiotanmore d
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Cooperatva de Energie idsehiggahgvatdrv@@GLtR) oc dhpc
addresses one of the modtdpersiovaemwmin Barmwoissr £ut
accessi bl enr icconminewdniftnyanci ngcaondegov®hnbaercehet cooy
focus is renewabl e energy generattGommanihiey Emhamn:(



https://acce.rescoop.eu/cefs
https://acce.rescoop.eu/
https://newsenergy.ro/cooperativa-de-energie-lanseaza-coalitia-energie-comunitara?utm
https://acce.rescoop.eu/cefs
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Financi ngCESKkS)enef ers a transferable mechanrnism th

related investment s, including roofop solar i nst
building i mprovements. By poolisngt haogiotumgéhn ac adpe nos
cooperatve structure, Cooperatva de Energie prov
communites to initate renovaton actons that woul
From a CLR perspectve, the cooperatve’'s approacl
drivers rather than benefciaries of renovaton. \
as -oonner s, i nves tnoarkse,r santhrthhiegihpinton ect i fecycl e
governance model enhances trust ,tammremgage mraretr,c
success factors i1identfed within the CLR framewo

shared cbbkectawnaaldierdg scomtri butes to higher soc
measures and supports the devel opment obfl ocal
i nterventons.

In terms of applicability, the Cooperatva de En
fragmented housing ownership, |imited access to
for energy communites, cscen tfeaxctesd tbhya t macnlyo s@U R trmar
combinaton of cooperatve governoncéedi hgnocaat be *f
to support CLR initatves -aspuacrht nmesntc obddielcdivrneg sr,etermo
publioci@adl dhousing, szrad eneieglolvatt omo@d ogr ammes. A
valuable insights for CLR practtoners and pol i«
embedded approaches to accel eranaerggyut danasnigt ore.no
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The initatve is CoopewaecedacderBmgecogioperatvecet bane
its operatonal centre in Bucharest and actvites
oper atfmsatatnal | evel, supplying renewable el ectri

energy communites -unbaottdonréansand per.i

Founded i n 2019, Cooperatva de E n edrrgiivee n e neenregregd
cooperatves in Romania, a country where the ener
utl ites -oamnce ds taactteor s . The ceopegathwerchumeameldy
i ndividual citzens, professigmwdlos,coahaedctsoelialls
democratse energy producton,> supply, and owner sh
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Cooperatva de Energieléed hegbVagtoel endnéenéongygite
t hrough t he i ntegraton of renewabl e energy gen
governance.

The cooperatve’s core service is the supply of
through guarantees of origin. Beyond supply, Coo
lht ps: cooperatvadeeneirgt-sepirez/emtd uld ri ateeMneklecgm € gi e

[
2ht ps:/ / cooper at v acdoeoepneed agthvear g D £ 4l 8 8 p me



https://acce.rescoop.eu/cefs
https://cooperativadeenergie.ro/en/ghiduldeenergie-istoria-si-prezentul-cooperativelor-de-energie/
https://cooperativadeenergie.ro/despre-cooperativa-de-energie/?utm
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commuowhgd solar photovoltaic (PV) projects, esp
(such as schools andpkRrhdcdengabten&ys, and mult

A key innovaton iGomimenidtew el e mey tGEIMSA) @ c icnrge ad cehde
the framewor kAotetshet Eu€apketall AfCEE oJoercntu.n i Tthyi sE nfen

scheme enables <citzens to collectvely invest i
fnancially inaccessible to | ocal communites. By
through the coepdedat veddr@EB®sdiome of t-lheed mai n
renovaton and energy projects in“Romania: |l ack o

o
¢ acce

Access to Capltal for
Community Energy

Cooperativa de Energie

¢ Detinerea din prima zi a instalatiei PV, cu
rambursare in rate.

¢ Proiecte pentru instalarea de panouri fotovoltaice
pe cladiri rezidentiale si institutii publice.

e Membrii cooperativei investesc prin actiuni sau
imprumuturi.

* Prin acest proiect municipalitatile pot scala
retelele solare.

#H4o ‘=
Fig 1. Cooperatva de EnergiCoomprea sad vtae dl ea Enga rg
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The experience of Cooperatva de Energie shows th
complex projects to begin their energy transito

trust, shared understandumng, bahdr e ichweast geviem nt@
Communites taking their frst steps should focus
clarifying r-mh&snagngr adeesse®n and investng t me

communi Emeéemns mabbchcaensnformaton sessigmnan or ex
create momentum and confdence.

As communites mov e from vision to acton, pl ann
Cooperatva de Energie demonstrates the value of

Sht ps:// cooperatvadeepeoigeeteb/ en/introducere
“htps:// acce.rescoo-poeamlneitvssisleanrp-D-we maangeavn an-ci ng
model 2ut m



https://acce.rescoop.eu/cefs
https://acce.rescoop.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1232170285579336&set=pb.100063591279407.-2207520000&type=3
https://cooperativadeenergie.ro/en/introducere-proiecte/
https://acce.rescoop.eu/news/empowering-communities-with-solar-energy-in-romania-a-new-financing-model?utm
https://acce.rescoop.eu/news/empowering-communities-with-solar-energy-in-romania-a-new-financing-model?utm
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mechani sms, and seeking partnerships that reduc
collectve fnancing optons early can help overcon
forming coalitons withcesbhetoi khbwtedgecapeprosiu
power. By combining graduet mepeespemenvat ooommut i
solid foundadtktdnrfoovatobonemnd energ@ projects tha
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Cooperatva de Energie was westablished by a gr ol
Romania’s highly <centralised and opaque energy
mechanisms for citzen partcipatdiongi memibher nemygiys
alternatve model where citzens coul d mroowneerisey on ¢
deci-msaker s, and investors in renewable energy pr
The cooperatve was formally founded in 2019 by 1
cooperatves in Western Europe but adapted to Ron
Over tme, the cooperatveeerpanoeadyi gs emhseinemgt
capalcuitlydi ng for energy communites, policy advoc
instruments suitable for | ocal contexts.

This evoluton refects a broader ambiton: to con
system by demondterdatmogd etlhsatarcei tfzeeansi bl e, bankahbl
in markets where commusittfgeenergy is stll at an

Fizg CooperatveodpeEatngi @i ¢ &n disch epprecepto s e essent al
to support energy ,(tomCwmmpteganativ KRemE&Emiea gi e

Sht ps:
5ht ps:

cooperatvadeenergie. rol
comunitatgeeen®ugime. ro/ despre

/1
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deenergie.ro/mai-multe-organizatii-propun-modificari-esentiale-pentru-sprijinirea-comunitatilor-de-energie-din-romania
https://cooperativadeenergie.ro/
https://comunitatideenergie.ro/despre-noi/?utm
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At the heart of Cooperatva de Energie are its m
exercise democratc control through the principle
households, energy profesgizemal snotvadical bgntemepr
soci al goal s.

Beyond its membership base, Cooperatva de Energi
solar installers, who support the i mplementaton
Public insttutons, such adssos ckheg/olsgd akred ol idred esr, g aars
and benefciaries of community solar installatons
Att hEBeur opean | evel, the coopeA@CtCirojiectan whctcvhe pg
technical assistance, methodol ogical guidance, a

pract tédatosal |l vy, Cooperdtowandee Briendiee Eineragyc cCol
Coalitia Enér,giae pGoamwrrint aarhaat brings together NC
support the emergence of new®energy communites a
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Cooperatva de Energie operates as a democratca
European cooperatve principles. The Gema&kiahg Ass e
body, responsi ble for appromajngr sitmaée €fgmentds r ect

An el ected Board oversees the codtparatope'rsatotnrsa t

handled by a smal/l professional team and actve \
remain agile while predgesr menfigestsrong accountabil
| mportantly, Cooperatva de Energie does not func
and European projects, it acts as a node in a b
peer | earning and r eplciocnattroon .rat her than central
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Financing is one of t he most i nnovatve and ins
cooperatve combines member contributons, cooper .
unl ock investment in community energy projects.

Throudh mmhei ty Ener gy CGEFnSan c imegmbScrhse mean choose
into solar projects via cooperatve instruments,

"Tht ps:// cooperatvadeepeoigéeeteb/ en/introducere
Sht ps:// acce.rescoop. eul
htps://comunitattheenergie.ro/ despre

Ohtps:// cooperatvadeeaopedqaenvearog/ieen’/ despr e
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to | ocal decarbonisaton. This approach reduces
community enesly amsdhegbures that fnanci al benef

European funding, pafruncdud da rAGCH hproaijgehc tt ,h eh asl FpEl a
ri sking experimentaton, developing | egal and fn
adopters.
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P

Dezvoltarea schemelor de
finantare pentru comunitatile
de energie in Europa

Fig 3. One of thoew ACCEntyafoidixesd st, h®inr own ener gy
(soLooeperatva de Energi e
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The journey of a partcipanti sypgcakiyhéegthsowg
online communt@aéeonteoommerdat ons. I nterested in
de Energie as membrearse waghali e@ i enlge catcrciecsist w osuppl y a
cooperatve governance.

Members who wish to go further can invest in co
new energy communites through the Energy Commun
cooperatve provides gui dance, tatams parearsay, n@n

partcipants understand both ¥ he risks and beneft

Thi st eéomgengagement model fosters trust, energy
i ngredients fédrdsentaigryed raintsa ¢ o n .

2. IMPACTANALYSIS
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Uhtps://cooperatvadeemewgireledro/ en/ furnizare



deenergie.ro/mai-multe-organizatii-propun-modificari-esentiale-pentru-sprijinirea-comunitatilor-de-energie-din-romania
https://cooperativadeenergie.ro/en/furnizare-energie-verde/
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Environmentally, Cooperatva de Energie contribut
and the reducton of greenhouswnagdhss@elmiarssPV¥nisngtha
green electricity supply. fTrhsets,e airnep asttrsat ewghiiclad |
country where renewablheommenmigtyy dlepv elymeemdiang 1 0
t heeur opean Envi r(oBEhBEwe)nt aRo mhagneinac yshoul d enhance the

be reached follow® ng the historical trend.

Share of renewable energy in final energy consumption

Share (%)
40 Country-specific EU target: 38.3%*
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Fidg Share of renewabl e endéi gy oi ni ocnfa hRaoltmigem esr gyU c o n
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Economically, the cooperatve channels <citzen ¢caj
costs for benefciary buildingsscadred imrsdaatidger spm
providers. By keeping owanenrss heinpb eldodceadl ,i nv acl ounemucnri e
fowing to external investors.

Socially, the cooperatve strengthens democratc p
Through -bcuodldiithogn and educaton, it empowers cit zc¢
infrastructure i n ways erhoavtatgon foarr 3Buepmwlinyd scomeme:

3. HIGHLIGHTSF DRIVERS AND SUCCESS FACTORS
o M2 Y i SB/GdAGARNE AR a2y FI OG2NE&
The success of Cooperatva de Energie is driven

fnancial i nnovaton, and ecosystem building. |Its
addresses one of the mostenpeerrgsyi:s taecnéte shsartro ecraspitto

Lht ps:/ / www. eea. etwrnovga.c2ndnPenft¢c eunpopiees/-enpersowatesnewab
Bhtps:// cooperatvadeenergie. rol
1“4l bid



https://www.eea.europa.eu/en
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/europe-environment-2025/countries/romania/renewable-energy-sources
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/europe-environment-2025/countries/romania/renewable-energy-sources
https://cooperativadeenergie.ro/
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Equally important is the cooperatve’'s role as a
Gf ounding the Energy Community Coaliton creates
policy |l earnimg across Romani a.

4.|LESSONS LEARNED RRBCTICARECOMMENDATIONS
novw [ Saa2yR NSORYNSBYRIaz2y a4

The experience of Cooperatval aded Emergy ei Mietmdbtnsd g

even in natonal contexts where energy communit e:
Several key | essons c¢ans hdee vderl aowpnmefnrto np atthhe, cpoaorptecr
governance, f nanc tbrug,l dianngd. eTchoesssyest elmessons tra
recommendatons for both CLR initators and policy
One of the most i mportant |l essons from-tCoronper at
engagement are prerequisites for successful C 0 mi
confdence in insttutons andowut Itihteescologpser bt seb0S
governance model and <clear communi caton around
essent al . Rat her than positoning-madeelsfol asonas pr
cooperatve icrandsteefdordi ginnn feducatng members and
deci si ons. Tluise dslapwero,acthr dsati d t he foundaton for
i nvest ment .

I n additon, Coopdenlwsyaone Emrecgrirei ng access to
fnancing has been | argely inaccessible to commu
ri sks, Il i mi ted tr awrkc erretcaoirndtsy,. aCodo preerau lvaat odrey En e
Financing Scheme (CEFS) shows that citzen <capi:!
instruments are designed around cooperatve value
amounhnhder tranmepiatremg, the cooperatve reduced en
across a broad base of supporters.

The cooperatve il
projects. Thrdoghd
recognised that in

ustrates the importance of bt
ihg tbkee Energy Community Coal
di vi dualstiemitcathraersr iad rosn.e BRya nmrc

for peer |l earning, advocacy, and mutual support,
new energy communites and amplifed its impact be
This case underlines that | egal and regul atory
does require adaptve strategi es. Cooperatva de |

fnancing model s and parns,ervehiilpes and ttvhe Ipyu bdnngaginms

Bhtps:/ / newsenerdgeyn € d (pnes-ematantedeEpineuni t ara?ut m
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This dual approach of ®“l earning by doing” and ac
clarity was achieved.

For clietdzernenovaton initators and community wenerg
experience suggests that governance design shoul
administratve afert-makiigmg . ratll eswjot relgge ir sigdnh s, al
communicaton help build | egitmacy and resilience
are unfamiliar.

CLR initators are also encouraged to diversify f
or commerci al | oans. Cooperatve investment scher
can unlock capital whil ehsprengipleniamg | g o mmwm@aint
should be accompanied by educaton, ensuring that
di mensions of their involvement.

Anot her key recommendabonl dengoapdi parteaershaptbt
NGOs, | oc al authorites, i nstall ers, and Europea
access expertse, and ismiang dmertgey .c &ammamil ti v hd mal |
reduce duplicaton of efort and cr e atdedi,da o@OR | e c
devel opers showuédmapempspeactilveng recognising that
| i t erdactybusatndi ng take t me. l ncrement al progress,
more efectve t hawnalaenbpltaomnus tl ma-tgrel ack community b

Local authorites play a crucial enabling role by
and actng as trusted intermediaries between cit:
| evel shoul d actvel yr aptavretsn earn dwi stuhp peonretr gpyi |cooto pper o
commuihéedyrenovaton and energy generaton in pract
At regional l evel , aut horites can support energ
hubs, aggregatng demand across municipalites,
strategies should explicitdmmureictognfisa&neineg gychkeo
for achieving climate and social objectves.

Nat onal policymakers are encouraged to clarify
communites, ensuring that cooperatve model s are
simplifed |Iicensing proceduaresi,n@ngdc remeog nwd wind ¢
reduce barrierdetoiscabhinwgs.ci Addntonally, nat o
integrate energy communites as partners rather t
At European |l evel, the Cooperatva de Energie cas

through programmes such as L HeRE, ReHhoorviaztoonn E unriotpae
insttutons should further promote knowledge exch
energy markets, ensure that EU funding instrumen
encourage Membeaemmat®natl es etgaw | altioqars wi th EU directyv

5.WHERE TO LEARN MORE

For additonalCoiopfrormmat@amdckoikttne rigniet at ves, visit t
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These platorms ofer comprehensive insights into
eforts to plreodnodreercgy zreemnovatons.


https://cooperativadeenergie.ro/
https://comunitatideenergie.ro/
https://acce.rescoop.eu/
https://acce.rescoop.eu/cefs
https://citizen-led-renovation.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://newsenergy.ro/cooperativa-de-energie-lanseaza-coalitia-energie-comunitara?utm
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/europe-environment-2025/countries/romania/renewable-energy-sources

